Bulletin of the Asia Institute



Published annually by the Bulletin of the Asia Institute
10745 Dickson Plaza — Royce Hall 212, Mail Code 691003, Los Angeles, CA 90095-1540, U.S.A.
ISSN 0890-4464 © 2026

No part of this publication may be reproduced, translated, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form
or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without prior written
permission from the publisher, except for the quotation of brief passages in criticism.

The illustrations appearing in this volume are reproduced with the permission of the artists, photographers, archives,
and rights holders concerned. Every effort has been made to identify and contact copyright holders. Any omissions
will be corrected in future editions upon notification.

The paper used in this publication meets the minimum requirements of American
National Standard for Information Sciences—Permanence of Paper for Printed Library Materials,
ANSI Z39.48-1984 @™

Manuscripts, books for review, and orders should be sent to:

M. Rahim Shayegan, Editor
Bulletin of the Asia Institute
10745 Dickson Plaza — Royce Hall 212
Mail Code 691003
Los Angeles, CA 90095-1540
US.A.
info@yarshater.ucla.edu



A
Bulletin of the Asia Institute

New Series / Volume 32

2024-2025

College | Humanities
UC L A Yarshater Center for the Study
of Iranian Literary Traditions

Published with the assistance of the
UCLA Pourdavoud Institute for the Study of the Iranian World



Founded by Arthur Upham Pope

EDITORS

Carol Altman Bromberg, Founder and Editor Emerita
M. Rahim Shayegan, Editor and Publisher

ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Mahnaz Moazami

EDITORIAL AND MANAGERIAL TEAM

Marisa McCrone, Managing Editor
Marissa Stevens, Operations Manager
Daniel Saunders, Production Manager

EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD

Albert E. Dien, Lothar von Falkenhausen, Henri-Paul Francfort,
Frantz Grenet, Robert Hillenbrand, Stephanie Jamison,
A. S. Melikian-Chirvani, Robert Rollinger,
Nicholas Sims-Williams, P. O. Skjerve



Robert Rollinger
and Josef Wiesehofer

M. Rahim Shayegan

Fabrizio Sinisi

Anca Dan
and Frantz Grenet

Samra Azarnouche
Frantz Grenet

Assadullah Souren
Melikian-Chirvani

A
Contents

Note from the Editor

Designating the King in the Womb of His Mother: From Assyrian
through Sasanian Times

Rethinking the Achaemenid World Order: Space, Religion,
and Communicative Strategies

On the Early History of the Image of Mithra in the Indo-Iranian
Borderlands

The Triumph of Dionysus and Heracles on a Gold Tray from
Datong (Pingcheng, Capital of the Northern Wei Dynasty,
398-494 CE)

The “Kosrow Cup”: Looking Anew into the Persian Grail
Two Newly Identified Sahname Stories in Panjakent Paintings

Iranian Rock Crystal

17

49

67

105

133
143





